Lab Report Checklist      
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Name__________________________________________________________________

I. ____Rubric attached to Lab Report……………………………………….  (1 point)

II.___ Title ……………………………………………………………………(1 point)

 III.  Purpose  








(20 points)
4 _____Clear statement of purpose.  This is usually  “How does ___ affect ___?”    

4 _____Complete definition of independent and dependent variables       
4 _____Vocabulary defined. 
4_____ Background information cited correctly

4 _____ Hypothesis – must be directly related to the purpose
IV.  Experimental Design      






(20 points)     

2 _____List of materials    

2 _____Procedure matches problem                     






4 _____Procedure is replicable








4 _____Procedure includes at least 3 trials*







4 _____Name 3 variables that must remain constant. 





4 _____Includes a control** (if appropriate)

V. Results 






  

(30 points)

                
Table 




2 _____Independent variable in increasing order. 


(10 Points)
       
3 _____Table includes 100% of the data collected + averages

      
2 _____ Labeled correctly


3_____ Calculations correct

2 _____Graph Included





(20 points)
    

  2 _____Correct to type (bar or line)

   

  2 _____ appropriate title  (includes the independent and dependent 

variables)

    

  4 _____ independent variable on the X-axis

  

  4 _____ dependent variable on the y-axis

      

  2 _____ Equal increments both axes

     

  2 _____ Both axes labeled correctly with units

     

  2 _____ Points plotted correctly (not all of the data – just the averages)

VI. 4 _____Conclusion  included





(28 points)
     
 4 _____ Concluding sentence (address the hypothesis).  
     
 4 _____ Refers to specific data

     
 4 _____ Limitations discussed

     
 4 _____ Validity discussed

     
 4 _____ Improvements


 4 _____ Connections made to classroom concepts
If you need an Access and Process Graduation Competency, you must search for background information and incorporate it into your lab report. 
· A trial is repeating the EXACT same thing twice.   It is not the same thing as an experimental group.  For    

           example, if you are determining how the amount of baking soda affects how much carbon dioxide is produced in   

           10 seconds, then using  0 scoops, 2 scoops, 4 scoops, and 6 scoops would represent 4 experimental groups; 

           repeating a second trial would mean testing 0 scoops, 2 scoops , 4 scoops and 6 scoops again.


Three trials would be testing 2 scoops 3 times. 

**  A control is the group in an experiment in which everything is the same as the other groups except that you omit 

      the independent variable.  (0 scoops of baking soda)

a constant is anything in the experiment that is the same for all experimental groups.  The word “constant” is also a controlled variable.
A controlled experiment is one in which all variables are the same (controlled) except for the one you are testing – the independent variable 

DO NOT PLAGIARIZE!!!!!

 Differentiate Your Words and Ideas from those of your source:

Original: Imagine that your body contains two strands of multicolored lights.  Each strand represents a haplotype.  Each bulb is a gene, the different colors representing the various possible forms of a particular gene (Small 99).

Plagiarism:  If you imagine each person has two strings of many colored lights, then “each strand represents a haplotype.”   The different bulbs are genes, “the different colors representing the various possible forms of a particular gene” (Small 99).

Because the student writer does not differentiate his ideas from those of his source, it appears that only the quotation in the last sentence is borrowed, when, in fact, the first sentence also owes a debt to the original.  The student should have clearly identified the boundaries of the borrowed material by introducing it with an identifying tag and ending with documentation.

Correct:  According to biologist Meridith Small, people should imagine their DNA as two strings of colored lights, which are called haplotypes.  Each light can be a gene, where colors “represent the various possible forms of a particular gene” (Small 99).

